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Ethical Considerations 
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of the institution within which the work was undertaken and that it conforms to the provisions of the Declaration of Helsinki (as re-
vised in Edinburgh 2000), available at: http://www.wma.net/e/policy/b3.htm. The journal retains the right to reject any manuscript
on the basis of unethical conduct of either human or animal studies. All investigations on human subjects must include a statement
that the subject gave informed consent. Patient anonymity should be preserved. Photographs need to be cropped sufficiently to pre-

Medical Journal of Chinese People’s Liberation Army
INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS



vent human subjects being recognized (or an eye bar should be used). Any experiments involving animals must be demonstrated to

be ethically acceptable and where relevant conform to national guidelines for animal usage in research.
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inappropriately influence (bias) their work. Examples of potential conflicts of interest include employment, consultancies, stock
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Randomized controlled trials

As one of the sponsors of Chinese Clinical Trial Registration and Publication Collaboration (ChiCTRPC), Med J Chin PLA

will give the priority of publication in the journal to those research reports registered in the Chinese Clinical Trial Register (ChiCTR).

Med J Chin PLA recommends that authors adopt the proposal from the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE)

which require, as a condition of consideration for publication of clinical trials, registration in a public trials registry. Trials must reg-

ister at or before the onset of patient enrollment. The clinical trial registration number should be included at the end of the abstract

of the article. For this purpose, a clinical trial is defined as any research project that prospectively assigns human subjects to interven-

tion or comparison groups to study the cause-and-effect relationship between a medical intervention and a health outcome. Studies

designed for other purposes, such as to study pharmacokinetics or major toxicity (e.g. phase I trials) would be exempt. Further infor-

mation can be found at external link www.icmje.org.

Submission to the journal

Full-length original research articles, review articles and editorials on clinical and basic aspects of topics in medical field are welcome.

Manuscripts in a WORD format should be submitted online at http://www.plamj.org/.

A paper is accepted for publication on the understanding that it has been contributed solely to this journal and articles and il-

lustrations become the property of the journal, unless the authors state, before publication, that they reserve the rights to themselves.

If any illustrations, diagram or part of the text have been published elsewhere, the source must be given in full, permission having

been granted by the author and by the publisher. The Editor reserves the right to make editorial and literary corrections. No major

alterations or corrections will be made without the knowledge and consent of the author. Three copies of the text should be submit-

ted with three complete sets of illustrations. Manuscripts should be accompanied by a letter signed by each named author, affirming

that the paper has been submitted solely to Med J Chin PLA and is not concurrently under consideration for publication by any other

journal, and that they have no controversy on their name position in the submitted paper. The address, telephone and fax numbers,

mobile phone and e-mail address for the corresponding author should also be supplied.

Structure of manuscripts

Manuscripts in general should be organized in the following order: (i)title (should be clear, descriptive and not too long), (ii)

name(s) of author(s), (iii)complete postal address of affiliations, (iv)full telephone, Fax No. and email address of the corresponding

author present address of author(s) if applicable, (v)complete correspondence address and email address to which the proofs should

be sent, (vi) abstract, a structured abstract including background and objective, methods, results and conclusion, (vii) key words

(indexing terms), a list of 3-10 key words must be provided with every article, (viii)introduction, (ix) material studied, area descrip-

tions, methods, techniques, (x) results, (xi) discussion, (xii) conclusion, (xiii) acknowledgements, conflict of interest statement, and

acknowledgement of the role of the funding source for the study, (xiiii) references, (xv) tables and figures.

Tables

Each table with a brief title should be numbered and typed on a separate page. Data in tables must be accurate with unified ac-

curacy. Statistical probability (P) should be located under the bottom line of the table in annotation, and corner code ([1], [2]) then

be used corresponding to the data in the table. Each table should be numbered in sequence using Arabic numerals (i.e. Tab 1, Tab 2,

Tab 3 etc.). Tables should also have a title that summarizes the whole table. Detailed legends may then follow, but should be concise.

Smaller tables considered to be integral to the manuscript can be pasted into the end of the document text file, in portrait format

(note that tables on a landscape page must be reformatted onto a portrait page or submitted as additional files). These will be typeset

and displayed in the final published form of the article. Such tables should be formatted using the 'Table object' in a word processing

program to ensure that columns of data are kept aligned when the file is sent electronically for review; this will not always be the case



if columns are generated by simply using tabs to separate text. Columns and rows of data should be made visibly distinct by ensuring
the borders of each cell display as black lines.

Figures and figure legends

Pictures and line-drawing illustrations should be of professional quality and must be clear. Pathological pictures should be
annotated with staining method and magnification. Scanned figures should be in 300dpi, more than 10cm in width. All tables and
illustrations should be referred to in the text. Figures should be provided as separate files and also should be included in the main
text of the submitted manuscript. Each figure should comprise only a single file in TIFF (preferred format for diagrams), PDF, PNG
(preferred format for photos or images), Microsoft Word (figures must be a single page), PowerPoint (figures must be a single page),
JPEG, BMP. Color images must be in RGB (red, green, blue) mode. Include the font files for any text. Figures wider than 1 column
should be between 10.5cm and 18.0cm wide. Numbers, letters, and symbols should be no smaller than 6 points (2mm) and no larger
than 12 points (6mm) after reduction and must be consistent. Do not save figure numbers, legends, or author names as part of the
image. File sizes should not exceed 5MB. Images should not exceed 500 pixels per inch in width or height. The legends should be
included in the main manuscript text file immediately following the references, rather than being a part of the figure file. For each fig-
ure, the following information should be provided: Figure number (in sequence, using Arabic numerals - i.e. Fig 1, Fig 2, Fig 3 etc);
short title of figure (maximum 15 words); detailed legend, up to 300 words.
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